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is  incorporated  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  as  a non-stock  nonprofit  tax  exempt  corporation. 

Your  contributions  are  tax  deductible 

The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  is  to  encourage  and  promote  interest  in  numismatics,  to 
cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors  and  Wisconsin  coin  clubs,  and  to  encourage 
and  assist  new  numismatic  hobbyists.  All  resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these 
objectives.  Dues  are  $5  per  year  and  entitles  participants  to  NOW  News,  this  quarterly  publication.  Among 
the  services  offered  are  coin  authentication,  a Speaker’s  Bureau,  show  calendar  coordination  and  guidelines 
to  assist  coin  clubs  hosting  the  annual  NOW  convention. 
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President's 

Message 

by  Bill  Brandimore 


It  seems  like  just  yesterday  that  I decided 
to  run  for  the  NOW  Board  and  now  I'm 
finishing  up  my  tenure  as  President.  It’s 
been  an  honor  and  pleasure  to  serve  the 
membership  of  Numismatists  of  Wiscon- 
sin. Things  were  starting  to  improve  when 
I first  sat  on  the  Board  (coin  collecting 
wise)  and  now  the  market  is  red  hot.  I 
can't  take  credit  for  that,  but  I'm  glad  I 
was  buying  a few  coins  during  this  period. 

A friend  of  mine  in  Detroit  (a  dealer  that  I 
hold  in  high  regard)  advised  me  at  Christ- 
mas time  that  he  thinks  the  boom  is  good 
for  another  5 years  and  he  wouldn't  sell 
me  any  coins.  He  said  he  is  getting  tired 
of  paying  such  high  prices  to  replace 
them.  By  way  of  explanation,  a number  of 
years  ago  this  dealer  graduated  to  a 
beautiful  jewelry  store  operation  that  his 
wife  and  family  help  him  with.  He  keeps  a 
few  coins  around  for  old  times  sake  and 
continues  to  take  a table  at  the  Michigan 
State  Thanksgiving  Show  each  year.  It's 
at  this  show  that  he  sells  a bit  and  replen- 
ishes his  stock.  In  the  past  he  had  always 
offered  me  the  opportunity  to  look  over 
the  material  he  had,  but  not  this  time... 
with  the  above  explanation. 

But  more  than  the  coins  I've  purchased,  I 
value  the  friendships  gained.  We  are  a 
tight  knit  group  and  we  have  a lot  of  fun 
at  mystery  dinners  and  our  annual  show. 
Certainly,  Phyllis  Calkins  does  a great  job 
with  our  award-winning  publication.  If 
there  is  something  you  don't  know  about 
what's  going  on  in  Wisconsin  (or  the 
nation),  it's  because  you  didn't  read  the 
NOW  News  thoroughly.  We'll  be  at 
Sheboygan  this  spring...  you  can  read 


about  that  elsewhere  in  the  newsletter.  NOW 
members  are  encouraged  to  attend  an 
informative  general  membership  meeting  with 
installation  of  officers.  The  General  Member- 
ship meeting  will  be  held  about  1 :00  and  I 
hope  to  see  there.  Thanks  for  letting  me 
serve  you. 


An  Invitation-  from  ANA 

As  NOW  President,  I recently  received  the 
following  letter  from  Christopher  Cipoletti  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association: 

“Dear  Mr.  Brandimore: 

As  Executive  Director  of  ANA,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Numismatists  of 
Wisconsin  has  been  named  co-host  club  for  the 
ANA  2007  World's  Fair  of  Money,  along  with  the 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  and  the  South 
Shore  Coin  Club.  This  was  a unanimous  decision  of 
the  ANA  Board  of  Governors  at  their  meeting  in 
Baltimore...  I look  forward  to  working  with  you  on 
what  will  most  definitely  be  a memorable  conven- 
tion." 

On  behalf  of  NOW,  its  officers  and  members, 
we  look  forward  to  helping  make  this  a great 
convention. 

★ * * 


Plan  to  Attend  Central  States 

The  Central  States  Coin  Show  will  be  held  in 
Milwaukee  on  May  6-9  --  it’s  a great  show, 
so  don’t  miss  it  and  why  not  consider 
exhibiting?  Exhibiting  is  an  excellent  way  to 
learn  more  about  a certain  area  of  numis- 
matics. Preparing  an  exhibit  and  doing  the 
research  expands  your  knowledge.  And  by 
sharing  your  hard  work  through  a display  at 
a coin  show  helps  teach  all  who  observe 
your  exhibit.  If  you’re  interested  in  exhibit- 
ing, contact  Fran  Lockwood,  Exhibit  Chair- 
man, at  sunrayofmarion@aol.com. 
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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

44th  Annual  Show 
April  17,  2004 

hosted  by  the  Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

at 

Sheboygan  Armory 
516  Broughton  Drive 
Sheboygan,  Wl 


50  dealers  to  Serve  You 

Coins  • Currency  • Tokens  & Medals  • Supplies 

Food  & Refreshments  Available 

State  Quarter  given  for  non-perishable  food  items 
to  be  donated  to  local  Food  Pantry 

Show  Chairman:  Ed  Rautmann  Phone:  920-452-6359 


NOW 

General  Membership 
meeting  1:00  p.m. 


Hotels  (mention  NOW  when  registering  for  a discount) 
Americlnn  1 -800-634-3444 ($76. 90  & up) 

Comfort  Inn  1-800-424-6423 

Holiday  Inn  920-451-8700 

Super  8 Motel  920-458-8080  ($50.39  single;  $59.39  dbl.) 


Interest  in  our  Life  Membership  program  has 
grown  in  popularity.  Robert  McNeil  (#1  OIL), 
Paul  Reiser  (#1 02L),  Betty  Petrovick 
(#103L)  and  Michael  Turrini  (#104L)  have 
recently  become  Life  Members  of  Numisma- 
tists of  Wisconsin. 

We  don’t  Want  to  Loose  You! 

Every  year  a few  coin  clubs  forget  to  renew 
their  membership  and  this  year  was  no 
exception  — If  you’re  a member  of  the 
Waukesha  Coin  Club  please  remind  your 
treasurer  to  send  in  your  club’s  dues. 

Life  Members  - Where  Are  You? 

We  have  “lost”  the  following  Life  members: 
Dale  Anderson  (Marshfield),  John  Boland 
(Cedar  Rapids),  Earl  Leach  (Green  Bay),  Jack  & 
Banton  Reams  (Vandalia,  OH),  and  Pres.  Morin 
(Menasha).  Please  let  us  know  if  they  have 
moved,  are  deceased  or  whatever... 

Fruit  & FUN 

Tom  and  Alice  Fruit  attended  the  FUN  show  in 
Orlando.  Sounds  like  they  had  a great  time 
enjoying  a little  Florida  sunshine  and  spending  a 
few  days  (and  dollars)  --  Tom  said  he  bought  a 
couple  of  Standing  Liberty  BU  quarters  for  a 
collection  he’s  been  working  on  for  50  years. 

New  Location  for  NRS  Show 

The  Numismatic  Research  Society  changed  the 
location  of  their  February  show  to  the  Oshkosh 
Convention  Center.  The  new  facility  was  great 
- it  provided  room  for  more  dealers  with  a 
spacious  area  in  which  collectors  could  view  the 
items  for  sale. 


Board  Meeting  Highlights 

NOW  Board  members  got  together  for  an  interim 
meeting  on  February  1 5th  at  Oshkosh.  We  thank 
Randy  Miller  for  arranging  a meeting  place  for  us. 
Some  items  of  discussion  were: 

NOW  Show  Update  - Bill  Oldenburg,  representing 
the  Sheboygan  Club,  gave  an  update  on  plans  for 
the  April  show.  They  will  arrange  a place  for  a 
Board  meeting  and  the  General  Membership 
meeting,  (hotel  information  on  page  3). 

NOW  and  the  Madison  Coin  Club  would  like  to  be 
involved  in  plans  for  the  Wisconsin  Quarter 
Release  Ceremony.  Bill  Brandimore  contacted 
the  Governor’s  office  several  times.  Cliff  Mishler 
volunteered  to  help  follow  through,  perhaps  with 
a 1 st  Strike  Ceremony.  Bruce  Benoit  indicated 
that  the  two  Milwaukee  Clubs  were  also  inter- 
ested in  what’s  happening  with  the  Quarter  and 
offered  the  help  of  their  members. 

Writer’s  Awards  --  Ballots  will  be  counted  at  the 
April  NOW  Show  and  winners  will  be  announced 
at  the  General  Membership  meeting. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  increase  the  Life 
Members  fee  from  $100  to  $1  50.  The  discus- 
sion was  tabled  until  the  next  Board  meeting. 

A Constitution/Bylaw  change  was  discussed 
pertaining  to  the  number  of  governors  allowed 
from  any  one  community.  This  item  was  also 
tabled  until  the  next  Board  meeting.  (After 
further  research  into  the  Constitution/Bylaws  as 
revised  in  2000,  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
amend  the  Constitution/Bylaws). 


Philip 

Gaffney 


Philip  Gaffney,  age  86,  died  on  November  30,  2003. 
Before  becoming  a resident  of  the  Middleton  Village 
Health  Care  Center,  Phil  was  a 50-year  member  of 
the  Madison  Coin  Club.  After  his  retirement  in  1980, 
he  had  time  to  enjoy  his  many  hobbies.  Phil  joined 
NOW  ini 986,  becoming  member  #1625.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Joyce. 
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If  you  collect  U.S. 


COINS 


Then  try  Numismatic  News 


The  U.S.  coin  hobby’s  leading  authority 
brings  you  the  latest  news  and  market  reports 
each  week.  Plus,  you’ll  get  a comprehensive 
monthly  value  guide  and  FREE  classified  ads 
every  week  that  pay  for  your  subscription  sev- 
eral times  over! 

Credit  card  customers  dial  toll-free 


Af, 


- : . • . £ 


sa/e 


_bV 


,c»«h 


£ce 


Ho, 


“Ston 


>?9o 


7’w/, 


on. 


rfgyg 

' H''~  v fij 


800-258-0929 


h, 


Offer  ABBGIJA 


Mon.-FrL  7 am  - 8 pm 
Sat.  8 am  - 2 pm,  CSX 

O Yes!  Send  me  15  issues  of 
Numismatic  News 

15  issues  U.S.  only $9-95 

Save  $23.80  off  the  newsstand  rate! 

Name 
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95 
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State 


Zip. 


O Check  or  money  order 

(to  Numismatic  News,  payable  in  U.S.  funds) 

O MasterCard  O Visa  O Discover/Novus  O AMEX 

Credit  Card  No.. 

Expires:  Mo. Yr, 

Signature 

Phone. 

E-mail  

It  is  ok  to  send  me  offers  and 
information  via  e-mail.  O Yes  O No 


Payable  in  U.S.  funds. 

Numismatic  News 

Circulation  Dept.  ABBGUA,  700  E.  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990-0001 
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Thad  Streeter  reports  that  their  coin  club 
has  a new  meeting  place  --  they  now  meet 
at  the  Liberty  Bell  Coin  Shop,  130  N.  3rd 
Avenue  in  Wausau.  New  officers  for  2004 
are: 

President  Thad  Streeter 

Vice  President  Mike  Rolling 
Secretary  David  Cuslin 

Treasurer  Gerald  Zocher 

Wisconsin  Dells  Numismatic  Group 

Joe  Kaminski,  organizer  of  this  new  group  of 
collectors,  reported  the  January  4th  public 
auction  went  well.  Warren  Mills  from  Rare 
Coins  of  New  Hampshire  gave  a short 
presentation  prior  to  the  7:30  auction.  Lee 
Murray  was  auctioneer  for  the  120  lots  of 
coins.  The  group  meets  the  4th  Sunday  of 
each  month.  For  more  information,  call  Joe 
at  608-254-7908. 

Ozaukee  Coin  Club 

Last  year  a group  of  people  in  the 
Cedarburg  area  were  interested  in  organiz- 
ing a coin  club.  Bruce  Benoit,  from  the 
Milwaukee  Coin  Clubs,  met  with  the  enthusi- 
astic group  of  collectors  and  helped  orga- 
nize the  Cedarburg  Coin  Club.  We  were 
recently  informed  by  Nels  Olsen  that  the 
club  is  now  called  the  "Ozaukee  Coin  Club." 
In  an  effort  to  help  the  club  with  their  initial 
expenses,  the  South  Shore  Coin  Club  gave 
a $50  donation  to  them. 


South  Shore  Coin  Club 

The  club's  spring  show  will  be  held  April  1-3. 
Put  this  date  on  your  calendar.  Bruce  Benoit 
was  awarded  a scholarship  to  the  ANA 
summer  seminar.  New  and  returning  officers 
for  2004  are: 


President 
Vice  President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Sgt.  at  Arms 


Scott  Jenquin 
Bruce  Benoit 
Lee  Hartz 
Annette  Tramte 
Walter  Weis 


Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

The  coin  club’s  monthly  meetings  now  begin 
at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  3rd  Thursday  each 
month.  New  officers  are: 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Librarian 
Sgt.  at  Arms 


Art  Petri 
Bruce  Benoit 
Annette  Tramte 
Lee  Hartz 
Gary  Bieringer 
Bob  Burlingame 


Lake  County  Coin  Club 

Because  of  a fire  at  the  "In-Laws  Restaurant" 
members  have  a new  meeting  place  --  They 
meet  at  7:00  the  1st  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  the  Warren  Township  Library  at  O'Plaine 
Road  in  Gurnee,  IL. 


Madison  Coin  Club 

At  their  February  meeting,  members  dis- 
cussed their  favorite  numismatic  website. 
They  also  worked  out  some  last-minute 
details  for  their  upcoming  March  show. 


Antioch  Coin  Club 

2004  officers  of  the  Antioch  Coin  Club  area: 
President  James  Koutsoures 

Vice  President  Ken  Schmit 
Secretary  JoAnne  Kriens 

Treasurer  Curt  Rosemann 
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ANA 

Highlights 


ANA  Unveils  Plans  for 
Collectors  and  Clubs 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  has 
announced  a 5-point  plan  to  increase  pro- 
grams and  services  to  collectors.  The 
program  is  part  of  an  on-going  restructuring 
launched  last  October  described  as  "A  Vision 
for  2004". 


Beginning  next  year,  the  ANA  will  launch  an 
electronic  newsletter,  "ANA's  MoneyMail"  to 
bring  current  members  up-to-date  on  mem- 
bership news  and  other  ANA-related  events. 

Another  portion  of  the  Vision  2004  plan 
offers  improved  insurance  for  ANA  members. 
Hugh  Woods,  Inc.  is  the  new  insurance  broker 
for  the  association  and  will  bring  a variety  of 
insurance  options  for  collectors  and  dealers. 
The  ANA  will  also  be  putting  a renewed 
emphasis  on  the  Representative  Program. 

As  part  of  the  revitalization  of  the  ANA  Rep. 
program,  the  association  will  provide  educa- 
tional materials  and  access  for  the  promotion 
of  the  hobby  to  show  some  of  the  benefits  of 
ANA  membership. 


The  vision  includes  increasing  the  number  of 
ANA  members  by  providing  new  and  en- 
hanced services  and  benefits  for  both  current 
and  prospective  members. 

The  5-Vision  2004  programs  are: 

Enhanced  support  for  coin  clubs;  a new 
electronic  newsletter;  updating  the 
association's  Internet  site;  improved  member- 
ship insurance  benefits  for  collectors  and 
dealers  and  improvements  in  the  ANA  Repre- 
sentative Program. 

The  ANA  will  give  enhanced  support  to  coin 
clubs  by  arranging  for  instructors  to  provide 
grading  seminars  or  other  educational  pro- 
grams in  cooperation  with  local  clubs  and  coin 
shows  around  the  country.  The  ANA  will 
bring  its  vast  array  of  experts  to  you  to  assist 
in  your  continued  education  as  a numismatist. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  their 
website,  www.money.org  will  be  updated  and 
will  become  more  user  friendly  to  put  numis- 
matic information  at  your  fingertips.  Mem- 
bers will  be  able  to  renew  memberships  on 
line,  register  for  Summer  Seminar  classes, 
preregister  for  conventions  and  purchase 
items  from  the  ANA  Money  Market  through 
their  website.  Members  will  also  be  able  to 
view  the  library  and  check  out  books  online. 


ANA  Summer  Seminar 

Check  out  the  new  classes  for  ANA’s  annual 
Summer  Seminar  which  will  be  held  in  Colo- 
rado Springs  on  June  26-July  2nd  and  July  3- 
9.  The  week  long  classes  are  suited  for 
anyone  from  the  curious  beginner  to  the  most 
advanced  numismatist.  There  are  new  mini- 
seminars, expanded  off  campus  housing  and 
the  best  selection  of  instructors  in  the 
numismatic  world.  Check  their  website: 
www.money.org/sumsem2004.html  for  more 
information. 

The  World  of  Money 

ANA’s  Discovery  Guide  is  an  interesting  semi- 
annual publication  that  introduces  collectors 
to  the  joys  of  coin  collecting.  Bits  of  numis- 
matic information  is  included  in  each  issue. 

(i.e.  Merit  Badge  for  Scouts,  fighting  fakes, 
Euros,  odd  & curious,  Buffalo  Nickel  tales, 
beaver  fur  money,  etc.).  The  “Spendable 
Postage  Stamps”  is  reprinted  on  page  24 
from  their  newsletter. 

Copies  are  available  in  bulk  quantities  for 
distribution  to  coin  clubs,  schools,  and  other 
educational  sources.  50  copies  $10;  100  copies 
$1  7.50.  Call  71  9-632-2646  to  order  or  e-mail: 
education@money.org. 
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Book 

Nook 


The  Early  Paper  Money 
of  America 

by  Eric  Newman 

This  4th  edition  compiles  historical  and 
descriptive  data  on  American  paper  money 
from  1686  to  1800.  The  author  has  com- 
pletely revised  and  updated  this  488-page 
book  to  include  current  values  of  all  avail- 
able bills.  It  contains  930  black  & white 
photos,  1 00  color  photos.  It  originally  sold 
for  $75,  but  was  listed  as  a $25  special  in 
Krause  Publications  Fall/Winter  listing  of 
Numismatic  books.  To  order,  call  Krause 
Publications  at  1-800-258-0929. 

Official  Red  Book  of  Morgan 
Silver  Dollars 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Whitman  Publishing,  of  Atlanta,  GA  has 
published  the  first  in  a series  of  specialized 
Red  Books.  This  288-page  paperback  is 
more  than  a price  guide;  it  offers  historical 
background  on  coin  series  and  the  latter 
half  analyzes  each  coin,  discussing  collect- 
ing, values  and  much  more.  It  can  be 
purchased  from  Whitman  Publishing  for 
$16.95.  Call  1-800-546-2995. 

100  Greatest  U.S.  Coins 

by  Jeff  Garrett  & Ron  Guth 
What  is  a great  coin?  The  authors  decided 
to  find  out,  using  a survey  to  determine  the 
greatest  American  coins.  The  winners  are 
shown  in  full  color  photographs  along  with 


their  "biographies".  The  list  price  is  $29.95 
(ANA  member  price  is  $26.95). 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens: 
American  Sculptor  of  the  Gilded  Age 

This  softbound  book  was  written  by  Henry 
Duffy  and  John  H.  Dryfhout.  The  ANA 
Museum  will  be  home  to  a traveling  exhibit  of 
St.  Gaudens'  work.  This  beautifully  illus- 
trated book  provides  historical  details  and 
catalogs  the  exhibit.  ANA  members  may 
purchase  this  book  for  $35.  To  order,  call 
ANA  Money  Market  800-367  9723  or  FAX 
719-634-4085. 

The  Ultimate  Guide  to  U.S.  Three  Cent 

Nickels  1865  to  1889 

This  book  will  be  of  special  interest  to 
collectors  of  3-cent  nickels.  It  is  a new  500- 
page  full-size  hardbound  book  that  provides 
for  the  first  time  a complete  and  comprehen- 
sive documentation  of  all  U.S.  three  cent 
nickels.  More  than  375  varieties  and  over 
2,175  images  are  included.  The  book  sells 
for  $175  (plus  shipping/handling).  To  order, 
phone  Three  Cent  Nickel  Numismatics  at 
314-831-8898  or  visit  their  website  at 
threecentnickels@cs.com. 

"Ancient  Coin  Collecting" 

2nd  Edition 

Ancient  coin  collecting  is  considered  the 
oldest  and  most  enriching  area  of  numismat- 
ics. Since  the  1 970s,  values  have  escalated 
and  great  rarities  do  exist  and  continue  to  be 
discovered,  while  common  bronze  pieces  are 
abundant  for  starting  collections.  Noted 
expert  Wayne  Sayles  explores  ancient  coinage 
and  shows  collectors  how  to  start  a collec-  * 
tion,  where  to  find  pieces  and  how  to  make 
informed  buying  decisions.  This  book  will  also 
help  discover  the  relationships  between 
ancient  civilizations  and  how  to  focus  a 
collection's  direction. 
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continued.. 


Published  by  Krause  Publications,  this  refer- 
ence offers  a numismatic  tour  of  the  ancient 
world,  focusing  on  the  Greeks,  Romans, 
Provincial  Romans,  Romaioi  and  nonclassical 
cultures.  Sayles  describes  the  ancient  coin 
market,  explaining  where  ancient  coins 
originate,  how  to  buy  and  sell,  factors  affect- 
ing coin  value  and  how  to  liquidate  a collec- 
tion. He  devotes  a chapter  on  how  to 
identify  each  major  civilization's  coins,  as  well 
as  how  to  collect  the  coins,  including  guide- 
lines for  care  and  determining  authenticity. 
Helpful  resources  are  offered,  such  as  lists  of 
collector's  associations,  web  sites,  coin  show 
and  related  books. 

Sayles  founded  The  Celator  (the  journal 
devoted  to  ancient  coins)  where  he  served  as 
editor  and  publisher  for  many  years. 

The  hardcover  book  sells  for  $29.99  + tax/ 
shipping/handling.  To  order,  contact  Krause 
Publications  1-800-258-0929  or  visit  online 
at  www.krausebooks.com. 


America’s  Lost  Treasure 

by  Tommy  Thompson 

America’s  Lost  Treasure  is  a beautiful  book 
depicting  the  tragic  voyage  of  ill-fated  S.S. 
Central  America  and  the  exciting  discovery  of 
gold  coins,  gold  bars,  ingots  and  other 
treasures  recovered  from  the  ship.  Written 
by  Tommy  Thompson,  the  book  uses  more 
than  250  stunning  photos  and  illustrations  to 
help  tell  the  amazing  “Ship  of  Gold”  story. 
Autographed  by  Bob  Evans,  Chief  Scientist 
with  the  discovery  group  that  recovered  the 
gold”  treasures.  The  Price  is  $39.  Visit 
websitewww.sscentralamerica.com. 


Surveys  show  that  75%  of  the  public 
prefer  paper  dollars  to  coins.  Bills 
stack  and  they  weigh  less. 


Microchip  Developed  For  Banknotes 

(From  “Banknote  Reporter”) 

Hitachi  has  developed  a microchip  with  an 
antenna  small  enough  to  be  embedded  within 
banknotes,  gift  certificates,  tickets  and  other 
documents.  The  chip  is  0.4mm  by  0.4mm. 
Such  embedded  chips  can  use  a radio  fre- 
quency to  aid  authentication  and  in  efforts  to 
track  stolen  items.  The  European  Union  is 
considering  putting  microchips  in  euro  notes 
by  2005.  ' 

★ * * 

Merger  Proposed 

US  Mint  & Bureau  of  Engraving 

The  following  article  recently  appeared  in 
Numismatic  News:  “Eyebrows  in  the  numis- 
matic community  popped  up  with  the 
announcement  of  President  Bush’s  fiscal 
year  2005  budget  proposal,  which  lists  a 
plan  to  merge  the  U.S.  Mint  and  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing. 

The  single  paragraph  in  Bush’s  2005  Dept, 
of  Treasury  budget  states  that  this  year 
“the  Administration  will  begin  work  on  a plan 
to  merge  some  or  all  of  Mint  and  BEP 
functions.”  The  purpose:  “to  achieve 
significant  cost  savings  for  taxpayers”. 

The  proposal  continues,  promising  a merger 
plan  from  the  Department  of  Treasury  no 
later  than  July  1 st. 

“We  strongly  support  efficiencies  and 
savings  wherever  we  can  find  them”  com- 
mented the  Mint. 


Heads  is  Still  Jefferson, 

Tails  is  Louisiana  Purchase 

The  new  nickel  we  highlighted  in  our 
Winter  2003  issue  of  NOW  News 
has  been  released. 


On  April  23,  2003,  President  Bush 
signed  into  law  legislation  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  change  the 
design  of  the  nickel  through  2005  to  reflect 
images  evocative  of  their  historic  expedition 
into  the  Louisiana  Territory. 

The  nickel  bearing  the  current  likeness  of 
Jefferson  on  the  obverse  and  Monticello  on 
the  reverse  was  first  issued  on  November  1 5, 
1 938.  This  is  the  first  makeover  for  the  5<t 
piece  in  66  years. 

The  first  of  two  new  reverses  on  the  2004- 
dated  Jefferson  nickel  will  feature  a rendition 
of  the  reverse  of  the  original  Indian  Peace 
Medal  commissioned  for  Lewis  & Clark's 

expedition, 
bearing  the 
likeness  of 
America's  3rd 
president  on  one 
side,  and  symbols 
of  peace  and 
friendship  on  the 
other. 


*tiA 


1823  t 


s punmus 


X * 3 

3&W 


V The  back  bears  the 

words  "United 

States  of  America,"  "Louisiana  Purchase"  and 
"1803".  The  design  features  two  hands 
clasped  in  friendship  - one  with  a military  cuff 
to  symbolize  the  U.S.  government  and  the 
other  with  an  ornate  bracelet  to  represent 
the  American  Indians.  The  medals  were 
presented  to  Native  American  chiefs  and 
other  important  leaders  as  tokens  of  goodwill 
at  treaty  signings  and  other  events. 

The  obverse  (heads  side)  of  the  new  coins 
will  feature  the  current  likeness  of  Thomas 


Jefferson  and  will  remain  throughout 
the  nickel  series,  and  his  home  at 
Monticello  will  return  to  the  reverse 
in  2006,  although  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse  may  not  be  the 
current  likeness  of  Jefferson  and 
Monticello. 


Approximately  900  million  of  new  nickels 
were  made  and  shipped  to  the  Federal 
Reserve  and  the  new  nickels  will  soon  be 
jingling  in  your  pockets.  Vending 
machines  will  be  able  to  accept  the  new 
nickels  because  their  composition  (75% 
copper  and  25%  nickel)  and  their  size 
remains  the  same. 

On  March  1st  collectors  could  purchase  the 
new  nickels  in  2-roll  sets  and  bags.  Two- 
roll  sets  sell  for  $8.95;  bags  of  500  for 
$45.95  and  bags  of  1 ,000  coins  are  sold 
for  $79.95. 

Each  40-coin  roll  in  the  2-roll  set  is 
wrapped  in  specially-designed  U.S.  Mint 
paper  coin  wrap  that  prominently  displays 
"Westward  Journey  Nickel  Series",  a "P"  or 
"D"  representing  the  roll's  mint  of  origin, 
the  year  "2004"  and  "$2"  representing  the 
face  value  of  its  contents.  You  can  order 
on  the  Mint's  secure  website 
www.usmint.gov  or  by  calling 
1 -800-USA-MINT. 

Created  by  Congress  In  1792,  the  U.S.  Mint 
is  the  manufacturer  of  legal  tender  coinage 
for  the  United  States. 

The  second  nickel  honoring  the  1 804- 
1 806  Lewis  & Clark  expedition  will  be 
released  in  the  fall. 

* * * 
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Bush  Administration  Joins 
Debate  on  Capital  Gains  Treatment  for 
Precious  Metals 

(Silver  Institute  News) 

The  Bush  Administration  in  its  Fiscal  Year 
2005  budget  released  last  week  requests 
that  Congress  simplify  the  taxation  of  capital 
gains  on  collectibles.  Precious  metals  bullion 
investment  produces,  such  as  silver  bars  and 
American  Eagle  silver  coins,  are  currently 
taxed  at  ordinary  rates  with  a maximum  rate 
of  28%  due  to  their  classification  as  a collect- 
ible under  current  tax  code.  The  Administra- 
tion suggests  that  figure  be  reduced  to  25% 
for  those  taxpayers  in  the  35%  tax  bracket, 
and  reduced  rates  for  those  taxpayers  in  the 
lower  tax  brackets. 

The  Silver  institute  has  long  been  at  the 
forefront  of  efforts  to  remove  precious 
metals  investment  products  from  the  col- 
lectibles category  entirely  and  will  continue 
the  effort  in  the  second  session  of  the  1 08th 
Congress.  The  Silver  Institute  and  other  allied 
groups  are  pushing  hard  for  Congress  to 
adopt  H.R.  574  and  S.61 1 , measures  to  treat 
precious  metals  investment  tools  in  the  same 
manner  as  equities  and  mutual  funds  in  terms 
of  the  long-term  capital  gains  rate,  currently 
at  1 5%. 

"Our  Congressional  supporters  are  pleased 
that  the  Administration  has  recognized  the 
complexity  regarding  the  taxation  of  col- 
lectibles, however,  complexity  has  never  been 
our  point  of  contention.  Our  concern  is  that 
precious  metals  investment  products  do  not 
belong  in  the  collectibles  category  and  should 
be  treated  like  equities  and  mutual  funds 
under  the  tax  code  because  they  trade  like 
equities  and  mutual  funds  said  Michael 
DiRienzo,  Director  of  Public  Affairs  for  the 
Silver  Institute. 

"When  Congress  debates  this  measure  in 
Committee,  we  are  confident  that  our  Con- 
gressional allies  will  be  there  arguing  for  the 
removal  of  precious  metals  from  the  col- 
lectibles tax  category"  DiRienzo  added.  11 


Further  buttressing  the  argument  for  this 
change  in  the  tax  code  is  the  very  low  fiscal 
impact  passage  of  these  bills  would  have  on 
the  federal  government,  which  the  Congres- 
sional Joint  Committee  on  Taxation  has 
projected  at  just  $52  million  in  total  over  a 
1 0-year  time  frame. 

The  Silver  Institute  is  a nonprofit  international 
industry  association  headquartered  in  Wash- 
ington, DC.  Established  in  1 971 , the  Institute 
serves  as  the  industry's  voice  in  increasing 
public  understanding  of  the  value  and  many 
users  of  silver. 

For  further  information,  contact  Mike  DiRienzo 
of  the  Silver  Institute,  1 200  G.  Street,  N.W., 
Suite  800,  Washington,  DC  20005.  Phone 
202-835-01  85  or  FAX  202  835-01  55. 


Collectors  of  Encased  Coins 

(submitted  by  Tom  Casper) 

If  you're  a collector  of  encased  coins,  you 
may  want  to  join  this  recently  organized  new 
group  called  "Encased  Collectors  International 
(ECI). 

For  the  time  being,  it’s  an  Internet-only  club 
since  there  are  no  funds  available  and  there 
are  no  dues.  However  if  the  club  expands 
into  a more  conventional  organization  with 
newsletters,  etc.,  then  maybe  dues  will 
become  a factor  in  the  future. 

For  more  information,  visit  their  website  at 
www.starfam.us/eci.  The  site  is  75%  func- 
tional with  some  features  to  be  finished. 

Bylaws  have  been  written  and  a Board  of 
Officers  (BOO)  will  be  elected.  The  Board  will 
consist  of  a Chairman,  Vice  Chairman,  Secre- 
tary/Treasurer, Webmaster  and  5 Trustees. 

A general  election  will  be  held  to  elect  a BOO. 

The  only  information  that  is  needed  is  your 
home  state. 

★ ★ ★ 


Latest  Scams  Appearing 
Via  Phone  & E-mail  Seem  Legitimate, 
But  Are  Not 

We’ve  all  learned  to  be  wary  of  the  callers 
who  identify  themselves  as  credit  represen- 
tatives and  begin  asking  questions  “for 
account  verification  purposes”.  If  you’re  not 
already  hanging  up  on  these  callers  within 
seconds  of  their  opening  line,  start  doing  so 
now. 

The  latest  identify  theft  yarn  is  so  believable 
that  it’s  caught  many  off  guard.  This  is  the 
way  it  works:  An  alleged  “VISA  or 
Mastercard”  representative  calls  to  report 
“questionable  activity”  on  your  card  that 
doesn’t  jibe  with  your  spending  history. 

They  ask  if  you  have  recently  visited  an 
unusual  destination  (could  be  New  York  or 
anywhere)  and  used  your  credit  card  there. 

If  you  answer  no  (and  most  of  us  would), 
they  attempt  to  convince  you  that  the  card 
is  being  used  by  someone  else.  They  will  list 
items  that  have  allegedly  been  purchased  on 
specific  dates  and  in  specific  locations. 

Once  certain  that  you’re  hooked,  they  begin 
asking  questions  whose  answers  reveal  the 
sort  of  personal  information  that  can  be 
damaging  to  your  credit  and  can  result  in 
identify  theft. 

The  best  defense  against  this  kind  of 
personal  terrorism  is  knowledge.  Hang  up 
immediately  or  tell  the  caller  that  you’ll 
check  your  transaction  history  and  call  the 
bank  if  something  seems  amiss. 

If  you  detect  unusual  activity  on  your  credit 
card  statement,  do  initiate  a call  to  the 
customer  service  phone  number  listed  on 
your  bill.  The  credit  card  company  can  trace 
your  transactions  and  help  identify  and 
reverse  unauthorized  charges. 

(ref:  “Simply  More”  publication  from 
Peoples  State  Bank,  Mazomanie,  Wl) 


FDIC  and  FBI  Investigating 
Fraudulent  E-Mails 

(Submitted  by  Phyllis  Calkins) 

As  a retiree  of  CUNA  Mutual  Insurance 
Group,  I recently  received  the  following 
cautionary  e-mail: 

At  approximately  1 2:00  p.m.  on  January 
23rd,  FDIC  Consumer  Call  Centers  in  Kansas 
City,  MO  and  Washington  DC  began  receiv- 
ing a large  number  of  complaints  by 
consumers  who  received  an  e-mail  that  has 
the  appearance  of  being  sent  from  the 
FDIC. 

The  e-mail  informs  the  recipient  that 
Department  of  Homeland  Security  Director, 
Tom  Ridge,  advised  the  FDIC  to  suspend  all 
deposit  insurance  on  the  recipient’s  bank 
account  due  to  suspended  violations  of  the 
USA  PATRIOT  Act.  The  e-mail  further 
indicates  that  deposit  insurance  will  be 
suspended  until  personal  identity,  including 
bank  account  information  can  be  verified. 

This  e-mail  was  not  sent  by  the  FDIC  and  is 
a fraudulent  attempt  to  obtain  personal 
information  from  consumers.  Under  no 
circumstances  should  you  access  the  web 
link  provided  in  the  e-mail  or  provide  any 
personal  information. 

The  FDIC  and  the  FBI  are  attempting  to 
identify  the  source  of  the  e-mails  and 
disrupt  the  transmission.  Until  this  is 
achieved,  consumers  are  asked  to  report 
any  similar  attempts  to  obtain  this  informa- 
tion to  the  FDIC  by  sending  information  to 
alert@fdic.gov.” 

FDIC  David  Barr  202-898-6992 

FBI:  Paul  Bresson  202-324-3691 

(The  above  information  was  originally 
found  on  the  www.fdic.gov  webpage) 
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Michigan 

Quarter 


On  January  26,  1 837,  Michigan  became  the 
26th  state  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

As  indicated  by  the  state's  nickname  (Great 
Lakes  State)  much  of  Michigan's  history  is 
tied  to  the  Great  Lakes  (Superior,  Michigan, 
Huron,  Erie  and  Ontario).  These  are  5 of  the 
world's  largest  lakes  that,  together,  encom- 
pass more  than  38,000  square  miles  and 
form  the  largest  body  of  fresh  water  in  the 
world. 

Michigan  is  the  only  state  that  borders  four 
of  the  5 Great  Lakes,  more  than  any  other 
state.  Standing  anywhere  in  the  state,  a 
person  is  within  85  miles  of  one  of  the  Great 
Lakes.  To  assist  in  navigating,  Michigan  has 
1 1 6 lighthouses  and  navigational  lights. 

On  November  28,  2001  Governor  John 
Engler  established  the  25-member  Michigan 
Quarter  Commission  to  review  the  4,300+ 
design  concepts  that  were  submitted  by 
residents  of  the  state. 

The  Michigan  quarter  is  the  26th  entry  in  the 
Mint's  50-State  Quarter  Program.  A special 
launch  ceremony  was  held  in  Dearborn  on 
January  26th. 

Customers  can  purchase  the  Michigan  quarter 
in  2-roll  sets  and  bags  by  using  the  Mint’s 
secure  website.  As  an  added  convenience, 
customers  can  participte  in  a subscription- 
ordering program  in  which  specific  products, 
such  as  2-roll  sets  and  bags,  are  charged  and 
shippped  automatically  as  each  new  state 
quarter  is  released.  For  more  information,  call 
1 -800-USA-Mint  or  visit  www.usmint.gov. 


United  States  Celebrates  Halfway  Point 
of  50  State  Quarters  Program 

U.S.  Mint  Director,  Henretta  Holsman  Fore 
welcomed  Delaware  Congressman  Michael 
Castle  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to  mark  the 
halfway  point  of  the  50  State  Quarters 
Program. 

In  1 966  Congressman  Castle  dreamed  up  the 
State  Quarter  Program  as  a way  to  spur  coin 
collecting  and  was  the  catalyst,  authoring  the 
legislation  that  launched  this  remarkable 
program.  He  stated  “The  50  State  Quarters 
Program  has  proved  a great  success  in 
America.  In  the  Mint’s  history,  this  program  is 
the  most  popular,  with  over  1 30  million 
Americans  collecting  the  quarters.  It's 
educational,  fun  and  makes  money  --  $4 
billion  to  date  to  be  exact...  these  coins  are 
integral  to  the  history  of  our  country  and 
educating  children  and  tourists  about  the 
American  way  of  life.” 

Director  Fore  declared  “the  United  Sates  Mint 
is  profitable  for  taxpayers,  and  the  State 
Quarters  Program  has  made  it  even  more  so. 
The  quarters  have  served  as  exceptional 
teaching  tools.  Over  the  last  2 years,  millions 
of  lesson  plans  have  been  downloaded  free 
from  the  Mint  website  for  use  in  our  nation’s 
classrooms.  The  educational  value  of  the  U.S. 
Mint  programs  have  touched  students, 
teachers  parents  and  grandparents.” 

Although  the  quarter  is  unique,  the  Mint 
noted  recurring  themes.  The  Delaware,  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  quarters  depict  the 
great  themes  of  independence  and  liberty. 

The  Arkansas  and  Vermont  quarters  celebrate 
the  richness  of  the  land,  and  the  Ohio  and 
North  Carolina  quarters  reflect  our  spirit  of 
discovery. 

The  quarters  in  your  pocket  are  small  pieces 
of  art,  history  and  geography.  This  program 
not  only  brings  families  together,  but  also 
brings  together  generations. 
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History  of  the  Quarter 

U.S.  Mint 

Chances  are,  when  handling  a fistful  of 
quarters,  people  don't  stop  to  ponder  the 
many  changes  the  quarter  has  been  through 
--  from  what  material  is  used  in  producing  it 
to  the  designs  on  each  side  of  the  coin. 

In  1793,  when  the  Philadelphia  Mint  chose  20 
denominations  for  coinage,  there  was 
discourse  about  what  material  (and  how 
much  of  it)  to  use  in  making  the  quarter 
dollar.  Silver  was  the  material  of  choice  when 
minting  first  began  in  1 796.  Almost  a 
century  later,  the  Act  of  February  1 2,  1 873, 
declared  that  the  coin  was  not  heavy  enough 
and  extra  weight  was  added.  The  next 
modification  came  when  the  Mint  Act  of 
1 965  mandated  the  use  of  copper-nickel 
instead  of  silver. 

The  Mint  Act  of  April  2,  1 792,  was  the  first 
official  act  to  direct  attention  to  the 
quarter's  design.  This  Act  specified  that 
certain  design  features  and  legends  would 
appear  on  authorized  coins.  One  side  of  the 
coin  had  to  include  the  year  in  which  it  was 
minted,  an  impression  that  symbolized 
liberty,  and  the  actual  word  "Liberty."  For 
more  than  1 1 5 years,  liberty  was  symbolized 
on  the  front  of  the  coin  by  allegorical  female 
figures  (Lady  Liberty)  in  the  form  of  a bust 
or  a full-length  figure.  The  back  of  the 
quarter  featured  an  eagle  and  the  words 
"United  States  of  America." 

The  representations  of  Lady  Liberty  and  the 
eagle  on  the  quarter  during  the  late  1 8th  and 
early  1 9th  centuries  were  altered  many  times 
to  keep  up  with  the  changing  designs  of 
other  coins.  Lady  Liberty  started  out  with 
flowing  hair,  then  a draped  bust,  then  a 
capped  bust.  Controversy  arose  in  1916 
when  Lady  Liberty  was  suddenly  shown 
standing  with  an  exposed  breast.  This  design 


was  deemed  too  risque  and  lasted  only  one 
year.  In  1917,  Lady  Liberty's  exposed 
breast  was  covered  with  a coat  of  mail. 

The  eagle  also  underwent  a few  make-overs. 
It  began  as  a small  eagle  that  many  thought 
looked  too  much  like  a pigeon.  Over  time, 
the  eagle  grew  to  become  a grander  and 
more  patriotic  heraldic  eagle. 

In  1 932,  the  bicentennial  of  George 
Washington's  birthday,  a silhouette  of 
Washington's  head  replaced  Lady  Liberty. 
This  marked  the  second,  but  certainly  not 
the  only,  time  a coin  would  change  from  an 
allegorical  figure  to  a historical  one. 

The  next  bicentennial  event  to  affect  the 
quarter's  design  came  in  1 976,  with  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  To  honor  the 
event,  a colonial  drummer  replaced  the  eagle 
on  the  back  of  the  coin. 

Over  the  next  decade,  the  quarter  will 
undergo  50  changes,  to  signify  each  state  in 
the  Union.  Each  state  will  be  honored  on  an 
individual  coin  to  generate  the  public's 
interest  in  coin  design  and  state  history. 

The  next  1 0 years  may  be  the  time  when 
people  do,  in  fact,  take  note  of  the  design 
and  history  behind  quarters  used  every  day. 

* * * 


Interested  in  Ancient  Coins  & Artifacts? 

Beginning  March  28th,  The  Milwaukee  Public 
Museum  will  have  an  exhibit  of  ancient 
Egyptian  artifacts.  The  exhibit  is  called  the 
“Quest  for  Immortality”  and  it  is  the  largest 
selection  of  antiquities  to  travel  outside  of 
Egypt.  Tickets  are  $1  8.50  for  adults,  $1  7.50 
for  seniors  (62+)  and  group  discounts  are 
available. 

(submitted  by  Scott  Jenquin,  South  Shore  Coin 
Club) 
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Early  Banking  in  Wisconsin 

by  Ron  Calkins  LM  #34L 

The  history  of  early  banking  in  Wisconsin  is 
one  of  failure,  ineptness,  and  in  some  cases, 
outright  fraud.  To  understand  the  unhappy 
experience  of  banking  in  early  Wisconsin,  one 
must  have  some  knowledge  of  the  territorial 
banking. 

What  is  now  the  state  of  Wisconsin  was 
originally  a portion  of  the 
territory  of  Michigan.  In 
1 836  it  was  set  off  as  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  first  bank  west  of 
Lake  Michigan  was  the 
Bank  of  Wisconsin  in 
Green  Bay,  incorporated 
by  the  Legislative  Council 
of  Michigan  in  January, 

1835.  Two  others,  the 
Bank  at  Mineral  Point  and 
the  Miners'  Bank  of 
Dubuque,  got  into 
business  in  1836.  There 
were  others  which  never 
got  into  operation  at  all. 

The  Bank  of  Milwaukee  failed  to  conscript  the 
necessary  capital  and  the  legislature  repealed 
its  charter  in  1 839.  Others  including  one  in 
Madison,  never  even  got  charters.  Only  3 
banks  were  able  to  collect  capital  of 
$100,000,  issue  banknotes  which  were  to  be 
redeemable  in  gold  or  silver  (specie),  make 
loans,  etc.  They  were  organized  on  the 
threshold  of  the  financial  panic  of  1 837, 
which  closed  scores  of  older  and  larger  banks 
across  the  nation.  Almost  all  the  banks  in  the 
country  suspended  specie  payments,  includ- 
ing the  three  operating  Wisconsin  territorial 
banks. 

The  only  persons  who  didn't  lose  a great  deal 
of  money  in  these  banks  were  the  stockhold- 
ers. They  either  withdrew  it  or  borrowed  it 
back  shortly  after  the  banks  opened.  Mineral 


Point  bankers  were  arrested  on  their  way  to 
St.  Louis  with  all  the  bank's  remaining  funds. 

Payments  on  outstanding  banknotes  ranged 
from  10<t  to  50$  on  the  dollar.  Due  to  these 
unhappy  experiences,  a Wisconsin  Anti- 
Banking  Act  was  passed  in  1 839  making  it 
illegal  to  receive  deposits,  make  discounts,  or 
issue  any  kind  of  notes  to  be  circulated  as 
money.  This  Act  was  in  force  until  1 852. 


The  Illegal  “Banks” 


However,  this  did  not  stop  Scottsmen 
Alexander  Mitchell  and  George  Smith,  who 
organized  the  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Milwaukee  in  1 839. 
The  charter  was  loose  enough  to  allow  this 
insurance  company  to  receive  money  on 
deposit,  make  loans  and  issue  "certificates  of 
deposit"  which  were  similar  to  banknotes. 
Banking,  however,  was  forbidden  and  the 
insurance  company's  charter  was  repealed  in 
1846. 

But  Smith's  insurance  company's  certificates 
were  always  promptly  redeemed  on  demand 
and  had  the  confidence  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity. Smith's  notes  in  circulation  increased 
from  less  than  $5,000  in  1 840  to  over  $1 
million  in  1 850  and  for  years  constituted  the 
major  portion  of  the  currency  in  Wisconsin 
and  northern  Illinois. 


Wisconsin  Marine  & Fire  Insurance  Company  $2  note 
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The  success  of  Smith’s  company  was  so 
great  that  imitators  appeared  and  their 
intentions  were  not  always  as  honest  as  those 
of  George  Smith. 


One  of  these  was  the  Mississippi  Marine  and 
Fire  Insurance  Company  which  purported  to 
have  an  office  in  Sinipee,  Wisconsin.  This  was 
the  location  in  which  the  Mississippi  Marine 
and  Fire  Insurance  Company  was  supposed  to 
have  their  main  office.  An  investigation  in 
1 845  showed  that  the  whole  stock  of  this 
company  was  subscribed  by  a single  firm  and 
that  while  the  capital  is  stated  on  the 
banknotes  as  being  $300,000,  not  more  than 
$20,000  was  ever  paid  in.  The  company 
issued  checks  or  drafts  in  small  denomina- 
tions, which  resembled  those  of  George 
Smith’s  successful  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  Flowever,  only  about  $5,000  had 
been  issued  at  the  time  of  the  investigation  in 
1 845,  owing  the  limited  credit  of  the  com- 
pany. 

An  investigating  committee  found  that  the 
charter  of  the  company  had  been  violated  and 
recommended  that  it  should  be  repealed  by 
the  territorial  legislature.  To  further  under- 
stand how  this  spurious  company  operated, 
we  quote  from  the  Report  of  Committee  on 
judiciary,  Wisconsin  House,  February  22, 

1 845,  "It  appears...  that  the  company  has  no 


office  in  Sinipee,  or  elsewhere  in  this  terri- 
tory; that  their  principal  office...  is  kept  at 
Dubuque,  at  which  they  issue  drafts  or 
checks  in  the  similitude  of  bank  bills,  payable 
at  Chicago  and  some  of  them  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  resembling  very  nearly  the  certificates 
issued  by  the  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire 

Insurance  Company  of 
Milwaukee  and  payable  at 
the  same  place.  These 
drafts  or  checks  have 
been  put  into  circulation 
to  a limited  extent  and  it 
is  evident  that  the 
officers  have  attempted, 
so  far  as  they  could  get 
credit,  to  upsurge  banking 
privileges  and  supply  the 
country  with  a paper 
circulation...." 

The  report  further  stated  that  "these  drafts 
represent  the  capital  of  the  company  to  be 
$300,000  and  are  signed  by  M.M.  Hayden, 
Vice  President,  and  G.N.  Smith,  Secretary, 
and  are  put  in  circulation  at  Galena  and 
elsewhere  on  the  border,  from  which  they 
find  their  way  back  into  Wisconsin  territory  in 
small  amounts...  the  committee  believes  it  is 
due  to  the  country  to  take  steps  as  will  guard 
the  public  against  the  frauds  and  impositions 
of  an  irresponsible  and  illegal  institution." 

It  seems  this  committee  was  just  as  con- 
cerned about  this  illegal  issuing  of  drafts  to 
serve  as  money  (illegal  by  the  Act  of  1 839) 
as  they  were  that  this  company  also  was 
probably  a fraudulent  operation  anyway. 

The  fact  is  that  George  Smith's  "money" 
issued  by  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Milwaukee  and  elsewhere,  was 
widely  accepted  in  the  midwest.  Although 
Smith's  operation  was  illegal,  it  was  honest 
and  the  people  knew  it. 

The  Mississippi  Marine  Fire  and  Insurance 
Company  of  Sinipee  was  playing  on  Smith's 
name  and  good  will.  The  certificates  of  these 


The  Sinipee  Operation 


Marine  Fire  Insurance  Company  $2  Note 
Sinipee,  Wisconsin 
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two  companies  looked  alike,  were  both  signed 
by  "G.  Smith,"  and  both  claimed  incorporation 
in  1 839  and  a capital  of  $300,000,  but  in  the 
Sinipee  notes  these  claims  just  weren't  true. 

It  was  fraud,  pure  and  simple,  set  in  a bank 
that  didn't  exist  and  in  a town  that  lasted  less 
than  one  year  before  Mississippi  floods  and 
mosquito  born  malaria  caused  the  demise  of 
the  settlement. 

Although  the  Sinipee  operation  soon  folded, 
George  Smith's  Insurance  Company  notes 
were  a successful  operation  that  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  adoption  of  the  Banking 
Act  of  1 852.  Using  this  legislation  he  char- 
tered his  institution  as  one  of  Wisconsin's 
earliest  legal  state  banks  and  the  Marine  Bank 
of  Milwaukee  is  the  modern  descendent  of 
Smith's  operations. 


Exonumia 
of  the  FWD 

by  Gene  Johnson  #41 


An  aluminum  billiard  parlor  token  and  a couple 
pieces  of  unlisted  scrip  from  a little  Wisconsin 
town,  brings  to  mind  a story  — a story  about 
change. 

Once  upon  a time,  long  ago,  in  the  cow 
pasture  country  of  northeastern  Wisconsin,  a 
blacksmith  and  his  brother-in-law  got  to- 
gether with  an  idea,  and  since  then,  the 
trucking  business  has  never  been  the  same. 


[ref.  A Century  of  Banking  in  Wisconsin  by 
Theodore  Anderson;  The  Story  of  Mineral  Point  by 
many  authors;  and  History  of  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin  by  Moses  M.  Strang.] 

★ ★ 

National  Coin  Week 

April  1 8-24  is  the  time  for  collectors,  coin 
clubs  and  dealers  to  promote  numismatics. 
Get  involved  in  National  Coin  Week. 

Members  of  your  coin  club  can  hold  an  open 
house  and  invite  the  public  to  attend  a 
special  educational  program.  Prepare  a short 
presentation  on  numismatic  history  and  to 
increase  interest,  include  a mini-presentation 
on  a currently  circulating  coin. 

To  help  make  the  public  more  aware  of  the 
hobby,  individuals  can  prepare  an  exhibit  and 
place  it  in  their  local  bank  or  credit  union 
during  this  special  week 

You  can  also  make  mini  presentations  to 
local  Scout  groups,  schools,  libraries  or  civic 
groups  and  give  attendees  collectable  coins 
in  2x2"  envelopes.  Include  interesting 
numismatic  information  on  one  side  of  the 
insert  and  club  information  on  the  other. 


When  powerful  trucks  are  mentioned  today, 
the  White,  Mack,  GMC  and  Ford  come  to  mind, 
and  all  have  one  thing  in  common.  These 
bemouths  owe  their  success  to  Otto  Zachaw 
and  William  Besserdich,  of  the  little  city  of 
Clintonville,  Wisconsin. 

Around  the  turn  of  the  century,  in  Clintonville 
and  everywhere  else  in  Wisconsin,  the  auto- 
mobile was  still  a novelty  with  little  commu- 
nity clout.  Wagon  trails  and  dirt  streets  had 
been  created  to  accommodate  horse-drawn 
vehicles  decades  before,  and  were  not  to 
change  significantly  for  another  25  years. 

The  automobile  at  this  time  was  often  little 
more  than  a motorized  coach  or  driven  cart, 
propelled  by  a rear  wheel  drive.  Some  of 
these  machines  were  gasoline  driven,  and 
some  propelled  by  steam.  Blacksmith  Zachaw 
and  his  brother-in-law  equipped  a steam 
driven  auto  with  "Y"  joint  4-wheel  drive 
power,  and  found  that  it  could  overcome  the 
most  difficult  muds,  ruts,  swamps  and  rough 
terrain. 

From  the  first  prototype  car  of  1 908,  this 
idea  quickly  evolved  into  the  four  wheel  drive 
trucks  which  in  1912  began  competing  with 
mules. 
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With  the  change  to  truck  manufacture,  the 
company  business  picture  became  brighter, 
and  the  "Badger  Four  Wheel  Drive  Company" 
was  reorganized  to  resume  business  without 
the  "Badger"  in  its  name. 

After  Zachaw  and  Besserdich  went  over  a few 
free  demonstrator  trucks,  several  European 
countries  recognized  the  potential  of  the 
powerful  machines.  When  war  exploded  on 
that  continent  in  1 9 1 4,  so  exploded  the  army 
truck  business  at  the  Clintonville  Four  Wheel 
Drive  Company. 


4-wheel  drive  giving  demonstration  to  Mill  Merchants 
driving  in  gravel  pit  near  Clintonville  with  Merchants 
Band. 


While  England  and  Russia  clamored  for  more 
of  the  powerful  4-wheel  drive  trucks,  the  450 
man  FWD  work  force  at  Clintonville  labored 
mightily. 

With  a proven  product  overseas,  it  is  hard  to 
understand  why  all  wheel  drive  potential  was 
so  slow  to  be  recognized  in  America.  It  was 
not  until  the  border  war  of  1916  that  the 
United  States  government  finally  ordered  1 47 
4-wheel  drive  trucks  for  service  in  the  punish- 
ing Chihuahua  desert  of  Mexico. 

When  America  was  drawn  into  the  European 
conflict  in  1917,  the  exceptional  performance 
record  of  FWD  trucks  used  in  Mexico  caused 
the  war  department  to  order  over  1 0,000 
vehicles  for  our  expeditionary  forces. 

Little  Clintonville  (population  1,747)  could 
not  possibly  turn  out  this  number  of  trucks 


themselves,  so  two  other  pioneer  Wisconsin 
motor  companies  --  Kissel  of  Flartford  and 
Mitchell  of  Racine,  were  licensed  to  manufac- 
turer FWD  trucks. 

Meanwhile  FWD  at  Clintonville  reached  out  in 
a 1 00  mile  radius  on  to  farms  to  recruit 
workers,  and  it  was  at  this  time  that  the 
aluminum  FWD  Billiard  Parlor  token  that 
spawned  this  story  was  put  into  use. 

The  company  had  built  a huge  boarding  house 
to  accommodate  the  many  commuting 
workers,  and  organized  a "Good  Fellowship 
Club"  with  recreational  facilities  for  its  non- 
local workers.  The  FWD  billiard  parlor  was  a 
part  of  this  company's  good  fellowship  club 
complex. 

The  illustrated  token  was  found  by  Numisma- 
tists of  Wisconsin's  Past  President,  Jim  Medd, 
back  in  the  early  1 960  era.  Though  a search 
was  made  in  Clintonville,  only  this  single 
token  has  surfaced  in  54  years. 

Many  Wisconsin  billiard  hall  tokens  were  good 
for  half  the  cost  of  a game  of  pool  (5  cents), 
and  reflected  this  with  values  of  two  and  one 
half  cents.  When  two  or  more  persons  played 
the  game,  the  winner  was  awarded  the  two 
and  a half  cent  token,  to  be  used  as  partial 
payment  in  subsequent  games. 


This  reverse  of  the  1 0<t  billiard  parlor  token 
appears  to  be  a benevolent  reflection  of  the  FWD 
"Good  Fellowship  Club"  and  is  not  an  incentive 
token  like  most  all  pool  hall  tokens  used  in  Wiscon- 
sin. (The  obverse  is  shown  at  this  story’s  begin- 
ning). 
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The  public's  fondness  for  pool  and  billiards  is 
illustrated  in  the  Polks  Gazetteer  of  191  7, 
which  lists  five  other  competing  billiard  halls 
in  Clintonville  at  this  time. 

Surprisingly,  the  FWD  company  struggled 
following  the  end  of  World  War  One.  First  co- 
founder, Bill  Besserdich,  left  to  create  the 
Oshkosh  Truck  Company,  and  then  in  a 
stunning  blow,  the  Army  sold  and  gave  away 
over  5,000  FWD  trucks,  mostly  to  state 
highway  departments. 

Overcoming  this  bureaucratic  battering, 
gradually  financial  recovery  was  made  over 
the  years,  but  when  the  depression  hit,  FWD 
again  struggled,  like  all  other  businesses. 

When  both  the  banks  in  Clintonville  failed  in 
1 933,  the  progressive  FWD  company  issued 
scrip  to  its  employees.  The  use  of  company 
scrip  in  the  depression  years  was  not  unique. 
In  Neil  Shafer's  depression  scrip  book  are 
listed  numerous  Wisconsin  companies,  city 
governments,  schools  and  clearing  houses 
that  used  emergency  currency  when  many 
banks  were  failing. 


The  second  World  War,  however,  benefitted 
the  giant  automobile  and  truck  manufacturing 
companies  much  more  than  FWD,  and  ini  963, 
a new  name  and  business  came  to  Clintonville 
--  the  name,  “FWD  Corporation”  and  the 
business  of  hand-crafted  fire-fighting  trucks. 
This  was  a huge  scale-down  for  the  once 
powerful  national  manufacturer. 

The  down-hill  ride  continued  in  the  mid  1980s 
when  the  company  went  into  receivership, 
was  reorganized,  and  in  recent  years  builds 
about  100  fire  trucks  per  annum. 
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Clintonville,  Winconxin.  March  6.  I ‘>33 

BEAKER  $ 10.00 

Ten  Dollars 

riiR  Kitm  * lit: tu  dkivk  u ro  co. 


$10  FWD  Emergency  Money 


"Men  working  together  and  for  each  other, 
advance  human  rights  and  contribute  to 
human  progress." 

(Pretty  heavy  stuff  for  70  years  ago.) 

Toughing  out  the  depression,  FWD  company 
sales  began  to  increase  by  the  year  1 935, 
and  when  Germany  grew  in  political  power  in 
the  late  1 930s,  war  work  loomed  ahead. 

During  World  War  II,  FWD  churned  out  over 
30,000  army  trucks  and  the  company  was 
established  as  a solid  performer  in  four  wheel 
drive  technology. 


Watchfob 

FWD 

America’s  foremost 
Heavy  Duty  Truck 


v. 


The  FWD  paper  was  redeemable  at  local 
business  places,  and  unlike  the  tokens  and 
scrip  of  the  lumber  companies,  was  not  used 
to  exploit  the  employees.  In  fact,  FWD  had 
an  enviable  employee  relationship  from  day 
one.  Here  is  a quote  from  the  company 
mission  statement: 


Wisconsin  has  not  fared  well  in  the  changing 
economic  climate  since  the  second  world  war. 
We  are  no  longer  national  leaders  in  dairy 
products,  paper  making  and  cranberry  pro- 
duction as  we  were  in  the  past.  Today,  our 
small  state  faces  a bleak  future  in  political 
clout  and  economics,  very  much  paralleling 
the  experience  of  the  once  powerful  FWD 
Corporation  of  Clintonville. 
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* * * 


“Perkins”  Store 
Cards  of  Fond  du  lac 
Are  the  Issuers 
Related? 

by  W.  David  Perkins  #1700 


In  June  1 999,  a couple  of  books  on  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wisconsin  caught  my  eye.  I discov- 
ered the  books  while  doing  some  genealogy 
research  on  my  Perkins  family  at  the  Denver 
Public  Library.  One  of  my  collecting  inter- 
ests is  tokens  with  'Perkins'  on  them  (which 
is  my  last  name).  I was  particularly  inter- 
ested in  learning  more  about  two  Civil  War 
store  cards  from  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin. 


The  other,  Wl  220l-2a,  comes  with  a standard 
reverse  (#1 082). 

I found  an  A.  T.  Perkins  listed  on  page  844  in 
“ The  History  of  Fond  Du  Lac  County,  Wiscon- 
sin. This  book  was  published  in  the  1 9th 
century  in  Chicago  by  the  Western  Historical 
Company.  As  stated  on  the  cover  page,  this 
book  contained  a history  of  Fond  du  Lac 
County,  it's  early  settlement,  growth,  devel- 
opment, resources,  etc.,  etc.,  an  extensive 
and  minute  sketch  of  its  cities,  their  improve- 
ments, industries,  manufactories....  biographi- 
cal sketches,  portraits  of  prominent  men  and 
early  settlers...." 

This  A.  T.  Perkins  is  most  certainly  the  same 
as  the  merchant  who  issued  the  Civil  War 
Store  Card.  The  paragraph  reads: 


The  first  is  (Fuld)  Wl  2201,  A.  T.  PERKINS  / 
CITY  / BAKERY  / FOND  DU  LAC,  / WIS. 
and  the  second  is  Wl  220J,  PERKINS 
& SMITH  / DEALERS  IN  STOVES  / 

AND  / TINWARE  / FOND  DU  LAC  / 
WIS. 

Were  the  Perkins  who  issued  the  two  store 
cards  the  same  person,  or  were  they  issued 
by  two  different  individuals?  If  different, 
were  they  related?  Naturally,  I was  curious 
to  learn  more  about  these  tokens  and  to  see 
if  by  chance  either  of  them  were  issued  by 
one  of  my  relatives.  My  family  is  from 
Detroit,  not  too  far  away  from  Fond  du 
Lac.... 

The  A.  T.  PERKINS 
Civil  War  token  comes 
with  two  reverses  per 
U.S.  Civil  War  Store 
Cards  by  George  and 
Melvin  Fuld.  On  Wl 
2201-1  a,  the  reverse 
reads: 

A T.  PERKINS  / 

MANUFACTURER 
OF  CRACKERS/ 

AND/ 

CONFECTIONARY 


"A.T.  Perkins,  of  the  firm  of  Perkins  & 
Clement,  proprietors  of  the  Fond  du 
Lac  Spring  Wagon  Co.;  was  born  at 
Delts'  Mills,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.Y.  in 
1 839;  came  to  Fond  du  Lac  in  1 856, 
and  clerked  in  a grocery  store  for  two 
years.  He  then  went  into  the  bakery 
and  confectionery  business  under  the 
name  of  Perkins  & Morrison,  which 
continued  for  three  years,  when  he 
bought  out  Mr.  Morrison  and  contin- 
ued the  business  alone  till  1 865; 
disposing  of  his  bakery  business,  he 
next  ran  a transfer  line  in  the  city  till 
1 874;  he  then  became  a member  of 
the  present  firm.  In  1 862  he  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Dewrose,  daughter  of 
Charles  Dewrose,  a farmer  of  Omro, 
Winnebago  Co.,  Wis.;  she  died  in 
1 864,  leaving  one  son,  Charles.  Oct. 

1 5,  1 868,  he  married  Miss  Jemima 
Lewis,  daughter  of  William  Lewis, 
molder  of  Oshkosh;  they  have  one 
chid,  Hattie.  Mr.  P.  has  been  a Mason 
since  1 864.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  M.E.  Church." 

This  information  indicates  that  A.  T. 
Perkins  was  the  sole  owner  of  the 
bakery  and  confectionery  business  by 
1 861 , and  continued  it  until  1 865. 
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An  A.  T.  Perkins  was  also  listed  in  both  the 
1 860  and  1 870  federal  censuses  for  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wisconsin.  However,  even  with  the 
census  information  I was  unable  to  determine 
what  names  the  initials  'A.  T.'  stood  for. 

I had  always  wondered  if  A.  T.  Perkins  was  the 
same  Perkins  as  the  proprietor  listed  on  the 
PERKINS  & SMITH  store  card,  Wl  220J.  It 
turns  out  they  were  from  two  different 
Perkins  families  and  appear  to  be  unrelated, 
despite  Fond  du  Lac  being  a relatively  small 
town. 


PERKINS  & SMITH 
DEALERS/  IN 
STOVES  & TINWARE 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 


Information  regarding  the  PERKINS  & 

SMITH  / DEALERS  / IN  / STOVES  / 
AND  / TINWARE  store  card  was  much 
more  difficult  to  locate  as  there  is  no  first 
name  or  initials  on  the  token,  nor  were  their 
indexes  in  either  book.  With  a little  luck  I was 
able  to  locate  information  in  another  book, 
Incidents  and  Anecdotes  of  Early  Days  and 
History  of  Business  in  the  City  and  County  of 
Fond  du  Lac  from  Early  Times  to  the  Present, 
by  A.  T.  Glaze,  published  by  P.  B.  Haber 
Printing  Company,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin  in 
1 905.  There  was  no  index,  but  I spotted  an 
item  titled  "An  1 848  Tin  Shop"  on  page  257. 
As  luck  would  have  it,  it  read: 

An  1848  Tin  Shop 

'The  1848  tin  shop  in  Fond  du  Lac  was  owned  by 
Eliab  Perkins,  afterwards  Perkins  & Williams,  Perkins  & 
Smith,  then  E.  Perkins  again.  The  hardware  and  stove 
store  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Smith  and  his  widow 
conducted  it  until  1896,  when  she  sold  it  and  returned  to 
the  east.  Mr.  Perkins  in  1864,  began  the  manufacture  of 
the  North  Pole  refrigerator  and  made  and  sold  many 
hundreds  of  them.  Two  years  later  he  invented  and 
began  the  manufacture  of  a fireproof  shutter,  which  for  a 
time  had  an  enormous  sale.  The  brick  building,  now  the 
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south  part  of  the  Wilkins  livery  barn,  was  erected  as  a 
factory  for  making  the  shutters.  Making  the  refrigera- 
tors was  abandoned  as  less  profitable,  and  in  1871, 
after  the  great  Chicago  fire,  the  shutter  factory  was 
moved  to  that  city,  and  a little  later  to  Sycamore,  III., 
where  it  failed  in  competition  with  other  and  possibly 
better  shutters.  Mr.  Perkins  died  at  Minneapolis  in 
1899,  and  his  remains  were  brought  to  Fond  du  Lac 
and  buried  at  Rienzi.  He  was  a remarkably  active 
business  man,  but  seemed  to  lack  in  proper  manage- 
ment. He  is  believed  to  have  made  the  great  mistake  of 
his  life  when  he  left  Fond  du  Lac.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  so  himself.” 

Thus  the  'Perkins'  in  PERKINS  & SMITH  is 
Eliab  Perkins.  It  does  not  appear  that  A.  T. 
Perkins  and  Eliab  Perkins  were  related,  and  as 
far  as  I have  been  able  to  determine,  neither 
of  these  'Perkins'  store  cards  were  issued  by 
anyone  related  to  my  family.  Knowing 
something  about  the  issuers  and  a little  of 
the  history  behind  their  businesses  makes  it 
much  more  intriguing  when  holding  and 
viewing  specimens  of  these  two  store  cards! 

* ★ * 

Saladin:  The  Time  of  the  Ayyubids 

by  Arthur  E.  Noot  #1  677 

A son  was  born  to  Ayyub.  He  was  named 
Yusuf,  and  given  the  honorific  Salah  al-Din, 
or  'Righteousness  of  the  Faith'  --  a name 
that  was  to  be  immortalized  in  the  West  as 
'Saladin'.  Michael  Sterner  introduced  us  in 
this  way  to  a man  that  was  to  become  one 
of  Islam's  greatest  heroes,  uniter  of  the 
divided  lands  of  western  Asia,  scourge  of 
the  Crusaders,  and  liberator  of  Jerusalem. 

He  notes  that  in  the  West  his  image  has 
been  distorted  by  the  1 9th  century  roman- 
tic revival,  which  focused  on  battles  with  the 
Crusaders,  casting  him  as  a 'parfait  gentil 
knight'  dressed  up  in  Arab  robes,  full  of 
mighty  sword  blows  and  chivalric  gestures. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Crusaders  were 
indeed  impressed  by  him  as  a military 
adversary,  this  is  evident  from  their 
chronicles.  However,  before  all  of  that  came 
about,  Saladin  had  spent  the  previous  25 
years  in  a struggle  to  unify  the  feudal 


principalities  of  western  Asia,  utilizing  his 
superior  political  and  military  skills.  He  was 
brought  up  in  cities  and  royal  courts,  and 
learned  the  arts  of  statesmanship  and  war. 
Uniquely,  he  combined  these  with  orthodox 
piety,  a zealous  study  of  theology,  and  an 
almost  ascetic  simplicity,  of  life;  the  Moslems 
number  him  among  their  greatest  saints. 

His  chief  garment  was  a coarse,  woolen  cloth 
and  his  only  drink  was  water.  Saladin  built 
mosques,  hospitals,  monasteries,  and  theo- 
logical schools.  He  also  encouraged  architec- 
ture, and  all  wrongs  that  came  to  his  knowl- 
edge were  speedily  redressed.  Taxes  were 
lowered  at  the  same  time  that  public  works 
were  extended,  and  the  functions  of  govern- 
ment were  carried  on  with  efficiency  and  zeal. 
Islam  gloried  in  the  integrity  and  justice  of  his 
rule,  and  Christendom  acknowledged  in  him  an 
infidel  gentleman. 

He  was  a Sunni  of  Kurdish  origin,  and  thus 
was  able  to  mobilize  the  strength  and  reli- 
gious fervor  of  Egyptian  and  Syrian  Muslims  in 
order  to  defeat  the  European  Crusaders,  who 
had  established  states  in  Palestine  and  on  the 
Syrian  coast  at  the  end  of  the  1 1 th  century. 
The  dynasty  founded  by  Salahal-Din,  that  of 
the  Ayyubids,  ruled  Egypt  from  1 1 69  to 
1 252,  Syria  to  1 260,  and  part  of  western 
Arabia  to  1 229. 

Durant  notes  that  this  man  also  had  a particu- 
lar impact  on  a minority  of  the  European 
population  who  had  no  particular  love  for  their 
own  contemporary  religious  views.  Contact 
with  Islam  through  the  Crusades  and  the 
translations  of  many  written  works  enlarged 
this  minority  in  the  1 3th  century.  The 
discovery  that  another  great  religion  existed, 
and  had  produced  fine  men  like  Saladin  and  al- 
kamil,  along  with  philosophers  like  Avicenna 
and  Averroes,  was  in  itself  a disturbing 
revelation  and  severely  affected  the  status 
quo,  resulting  in  a long  period  of  painful  re- 
examination of  European  religious  belief 
systems. 

As  background  to  the  time  of  Saladin,  Hourani 
points  out  that  the  early  period  of  Islamic  rule 


had  been  one  in  which  relations  between 
Christians,  Muslims,  and  Jews  were  generally 
fruitful.  In  fact,  the  coming  of  Islam  improved 
the  position  of  the  Nestorian  and 
Monophysite  churches  by  removing  "...the 
disabilities  from  which  they  suffered  under 
Byzantine  rule."  The  Nestorian  Patriarch  was 
an  important  personality  in  Baghdad  of  the 
Abbasid  caliphs,  and  the  church  of  which  he 
was  the  head  extended  eastward  into  inner 
Asia  and  as  far  as  China.  As  Islam  developed, 
it  did  so  in  a largely  Christian  environment, 
and  Christian  scholars  played  an  important 
part  in  the  transmission  of  Greek  scientific 
and  philosophical  thought  into  Arabic.  Later, 
the  dominant  Muslim  minority  turned  into  a 
majority,  and  acquired  a strong  autonomous 
and  self-confident  intellectual  and  spiritual 
life. 

This  early  Islamic  period  also  saw  the  main 
centers  of  Jewish  population  and  religious 
culture  in  countries  ruled  by  Muslims.  Iraq 
continued  to  be  the  main  center  of  Jewish 
religious  learning.  In  its  two  great  academies 
worked  the  scholars  who  were  regarded  as 
guardians  of  the  long  oral  tradition  of  the 
Jewish  religion,  and  to  whom  questions  about 
matters  of  interpretation  were  sent  from  all 
over  the  Jewish  world.  Later,  however,  as  the 
Abbasid  empire  disintegrated,  independent 
authority  was  exercised  by  colleges 
(yeshivot)  which  grew  up  in  the  main  centers 
of  Jewish  population:  Cairo,  Gayrawan,  and 
the  cities  of  Muslim  Spain.  In  short,  it  can  be 
seen  that  Islam,  the  Christians,  and  the  Jews 
influenced  each  other  in  significant  ways. 

The  greatest  figure  of  medieval  Judaism, 

Musa  ibn  Maymun  (Maimonides,  1 1 35-1  204), 
was  court  physician  to  Salah  al-Din  and  his 
son.  He  clearly  found  a freer  environment,  in 
Cairo  under  the  Ayyubids  than  in  the  Andalus 
from  which  he  came.  His  Guide  of  the 
Perplexed,  written  in  Arabic,  philosophical 
interpretation  of  religion  and  other  works  in 
Arabic  and  Hebrew.  His  life  a thought  gives 
evidence  of  easy  relations  between  Muslims 
and  Jews  of  education  and  standing  in  the 
Egypt  of  his  time. 
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After  his  death,  Saiadin's  kingdom  was 
divided  amongst  his  heirs,  and  the  Ayyubids 
were  never  reunified  with  one  element 
acknowledged  supreme  over  the  others. 
These  relationships  are  reflected  in  their 
coins.  The  main  branches  of  the  line,  accord- 
ing to  Stephen  Album,  were  in  Egypt,  Aleppo, 
Damascus,  Hamat,  Mayya-fariquin,  and  the 
Yemen. 


1 098  AYYUBID,  al-’ Aziz  ‘ Uthman  (AD  1193-11 98/ 
AH  589-595,  AV  dinar,  AH  589,  al-Iskandariya. 
Ayyubid,  191 ; BMC  IV,  289;  Lav.  -4.80g.  (Very 
Fine)** 

The  Ayyubids  coined  money  extensively  in 
three  metals  --  gold  is  fairly  scarce,  but 
silver  dirhams  are  easily  acquired  at  reason- 
able prices,  as  are  copper  issues. 

Album  notes  that  the  Crusaders  often 
imitated  Ayyubid  coins  in  lieu  of  their  own 
types,  and  that  current  research  in  Ayyubid 
coinage  is  attempting  to  separate  the 
genuinely  Ayyubid  issues  from  the  Crusader 
imitations. 

**  Editor’s  note:  We  found  photos  for  this 
article  in  an  auction  catalog  by  Jean  Elsen. 
Unfortunately  it  originated  in  Brussels  and 
contained  almost  no  English. 
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Colonial  Notes  Fun  to  Collect 

by  Bill  Brandimore  #98L 

Collecting  coin  sets  is  fun  and  interesting. 
Usually,  however,  it's  a set  of  more-or-less 
matched  items  --  all  the  mercury  dimes,  all 
the  Jefferson  nickels,  all  the  Indianhead  cents, 
etc. 

A couple  of  years  ago  I purchased  a small 
collection  of  notes  that  included  four  differ- 
ent Colonial  pieces  that  is  paper  currency 
from  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution. 

The  notes  themselves  were  relatively  com- 
mon, as  Colonial  notes  go,  and  were  from  the 
Colonies,  and  are  available  at  reasonable 
prices  --  $1 0 to  $20  and  up.  But  they 
formed  the  nucleus  of  a different  sort  of 
"set." 

I decided  to  try  to  put  together  an  original 
1 3-Colony  set.  This  would  be  interesting  for 
show  and  tell,  certainly  school  history  groups 
would  be  interested,  and  most  of  all,  I would 
enjoy  hours  of  "holding  history  in  my  hands." 

By  making  it  an  original  1 3-Colony  set,  I 
avoided  the  need  to  pick  up  a Vermont 
Colonial  note,  as  Vermont  was  the  1 4th  state 
and  not  one  of  the  original  1 3.  Vermont 
notes  are  also  rare  and  quite  expensive, 
starting  at  $500  or  more  for  a specimen  in 
terrible  condition. 

Vermont  paid  off  on  the  notes  it  issued  and 
since  New  Englanders  aren't  usually  noted  for 
their  carelessness  in  financial  matters  (except 
for  a few  that  are  mislaid)  almost  the  entire 
issue  was  redeemed  and  apparently  de- 
stroyed, thus  they  are  very  rare.  At  any  rate, 
without  the  need  for  a Vermont  note,  the 
project  became  possible  and  affordable. 

Other  colonies  generally  canceled  and  stored 
their  notes  --  for  discovery  by  collectors 
many  years  later  --  or  the  notes  weren't 
worth  anything  and  were  not  redeemed,  as  in 
the  case  of  Continental  Currency. 
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I was  successful  and  managed  to  assemble 
my  set  mostly  through  trades,  a satisfying 
arrangement,  as  you  don't  have  to  dip  into 
your  wallet.  I hope  to  exhibit  these  notes  at 
a coin  show  in  the  future. 

After  I assembled  my  set,  I took  on  the  added 
task  of  "upgrading"  the  notes  by  type  and 
condition. 

The  paper  that  our  Colonial  notes  were 
printed  on  is  very  high  quality  with  linen  and 
cotton  in  a rag  paper.  So  for  the  most  part, 
the  notes  have  held  up  pretty  well.  The 
artwork  is  a bit  primitive,  but  in  my  mind,  that 
merely  adds  character. 

At  any  rate,  I'm  keeping  an  eye  out  for  better 
condition  specimens  and  for  more  interesting 
ones.  One  of  my  original  group  was  a com- 
mon note  from  Massachusetts.  When  I found 
out,  however,  that  Paul  Revere  engraved 
some  of  the  plates  used  to  print  notes  in 
Boston,  I had  to  find  a Paul  Revere  note. 

Likewise,  Ben  Franklin  printed  many  Pennsyl- 
vania notes  along  with  a partner  named  Hall. 
Their  name  appears  right  on  the  note,  so 
they're  easy  to  authenticate. 

Another  sideline  to  Colonial  notes  is  that  they 
were  almost  all  hand-signed  by  local  officials, 
and  some  of  the  officials  were  pretty  impor- 
tant people  like  John  Hancock  and  other 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  other  early  documents  such  as  the 
Articles  of  Confederation. 

Finally,  many  of  the  notes  appealed  to  me  on 
the  basis  of  their  primitive,  but  attractive 
artwork.  Thus,  I now  possess  an  elephant  on 
a New  York  note;  a rising  sun,  complete  with 
human  features  on  the  face,  engraved  by  Paul 
Revere;  some  cranes  on  another  New  York 
note;  and  the  neatest  folk  art-style  squirrel 
you  ever  saw  on  a North  Carolina  note.  I even 
have  a South  Carolina  note  with  Hercules 
killing  a lion  --  one  of  his  fabled  labors. 


Niw»Yiu  Ctfxfcitfcr* 


Colony  New  York  Currency 
Ten  Dollars 


New  York 


suppress  our  Revolution.  A handy  book, 
however,  by  Eric  P Newman,  "The  Early 
Paper  Money  of  America"  tells  you  every- 
thing about  which  issues  were  counterfeited. 
The  book  is  profusely  illustrated  and  com- 
plete with  most  of  the  facts  I've  reported  in 
this  column.  It  may  still  be  available  where 
numismatic  supplies  are  sold.  As  the  well- 
known  dealer  Q.  David  Bowers  says,  "Get  the 
book  first." 


* * * 

Spendable  Postage 
Stamps 

(From  ANA’s  “Discover 
the  World  of  Money) 

During  the  Civil  War, 
people  hid  anything  of 
value,  including  coins  made  of  gold, 
silver  and  even  copper.  That  meant  there 
wasn’t  enough  change  in  circulation  for 
people  to  do  business. 

Eventually,  they  started  spending  postage 
stamps  because  their  face  value  was 
backed  by  the  government.  But  since  they 
were  made  of  paper  instead  of  metal,  the 
stamps  wore  out  quickly  and  their  glue  got 
damp  and  sticky.  A thick,  round  metal  case 
was  designed  with  a mica  window  on  the 
front  so  the  stamps  would  be  protected, 
but  still  remain  visable. 


The  British  counterfeited  Colonial  notes  as  a 
sort  of  economic  tool  in  their  efforts  to 


For  a look  at  Civil  War  money,  visit  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  website  at 
www.frbsf.org/currency/civilwar/index.htm. 


Family  Finds  Treasure  Buried  In  Garden 

(Wisconsin  State  Journal) 

A family  removed  a tree  from  their  garden 
and  found  a treasure  --  280  silver  coins  from 
the  early  1 1th  century.  The  coins,  most  of 
them  from  Germany,  were  discovered  several 
weeks  ago  on  the  Swedish  island  of  Gotland, 
archaeologist  Lief  Zerpe  of  the  Gotland 
county  museum  said  recently. 

According  to  Kenneth  Jonsson,  a Stockholm 
University  coin  expert,  the  coins  probably 
originate  from  a trade  journey  by  Gotlanders 
to  the  area  around  the  river  Elbe  in  Germany 
around  1 ,050. 

* * * 

His  Diet  Didn’t  Work 

(news  article  submitted  by  Gene  Johnson) 

French  doctors  were  taken  aback  when  they 
discovered  the  reason  for  a patient’s  sore, 
swollen  belly.  He  had  swallowed  around  350 
coins  ($650  worth),  along  with  assorted 
necklaces  and  needles. 

The  62-year  old  man  came  to  the  emergency 
room  of  Cholet  General  Hospital  in  western 
France.  He  had  a history  of  major  psychiatric 
illness,  was  suffering  from  stomach  pain,  and 
could  not  eat  or  move  his  bowels. 

Doctors  were  awed  when  they  took  an  X-ray. 
They  discovered  an  enormous  opaque  mass  in 
his  stomach  that  turned  out  to  weigh  1 2 
pounds  (as  much  as  a bowling  ball).  It  was  so 
heavy  that  it  had  forced  his  stomach  down 
between  his  hips.  Five  days  after  his  arrival 
doctors  removed  his  badly  damaged  stomach 
with  its  contents.  He  died  1 2 days  later  from 
complications. 


Intricate  Austrian  Design  Captures 
2004  Coin  of  the  Year  Award 

(Press  Release  by  Krause  Publications) 


An  intricately  designed  Austrian  coin  com- 
memorating the  world's  oldest  surviving  zoo 
has  won  the  2004  Coin  of  the  Year  award. 

The  prestigious  annual  competition  is 
sponsored  by  World  Coin  News.  The  2004 
Coins  of  the  Year  Award  (COTY)  competition 
covered  coins  dated  2002. 

The  winner  is  Austria's  silver  5-euro  coin 
honoring  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  zoo 
on  the  grounds  of  Schonbrunn  Palace  in 
Vienna.  It  was  issued  May  8,  2002  by  the 
Austrian  Mint  in  Vienna. 

The  9-sided  coin  symbolizes  Austria's  nine 
federal  provinces.  The  obverse  depicts  each 
province's  coat  of  arms  encircling  the 
denomination  "5"  with  the  inscription 
"Republik  Osterreich"  and  "Euro". 

The  reverse  of  the  29-millimeter  coin  is  also 
intricately  detailed.  It  depicts  the  Emperor's 
Pavilion  surrounded  by  a variety  of  animals 
from  the  zoo  and  the  dates  "1752-2002." 

The  annual  Coin  of  the  Year  award  is  deter- 
mined by  a 3-step  process.  In  the  first  step, 
World  Coin  News  staff  reviews  nominations 
for  coins  in  each  of  1 0 categories.  Sec- 
ondly, an  international  panel  of  coinage 
experts  votes  for  the  top  coin  in  each 
category.  In  the  3rd  step,  the  panel  votes 
on  the  Coin  of  the  Year  from  the  category 
winners.  The  COTY  competition  was  founded 
in  1 982  by  World  Coins  News  to  recognize 
world  mints  that  further  the  artistry,  useful- 
ness, symbolism  and  general  appeal  of  coins. 
The  Austrian  5-euro  won  the  Most  Popular 
Coin  category. 
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Coin  Cfu£>  ‘Meeting : 


Antioch,  IL  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  3rd  Monday  of  each  month  at 
Antioch  Library,  757  Main  St,  Antioch,  IL. 

Baraboo  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  2nd  Sunday  at  the  Masocnic  Lodge 
in  Baraboo.  Contact  Tim  Quinn,  PO  Box  302 
Baraboo,  W1  53913.  Ph.  608-253-6460. 

Barron  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  8:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  the  School  Administration  Bldg.,  700 
Augusta  St.,  Rice  Lake.  Contact  Susan  Peterson, 
Barron  County  Coin  Club,  1 19  E.  Freeman  St.,  Rice 
Lake,  WI  54868. 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April-October);  at  the 
Burnett  County  Sr.  Citizens  Center,  24054  State  Road, 
35/70  Siren.  7:00  traders;  8:00  business  meeting. 
Contact  Gary  Schauls  715-472-2002. 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 

Meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the 
Senior  Center  East  2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Contact 
Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  952,  Fond  du  Lac, 
WI  54935. 

Fox  Valiev  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  1 st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  Prime  Time  Club,  1 1 150  Valley  Road,  Menasha. 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1 st  Thursday  of  each  month 
(except  July  & August)  at  3030  39th  Ave,  Kenosha 

Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Silverbrook  Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook  Drive 
in  West  Bend.  Youth  meeting  at  6:30. 

Lake  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  the  1 st  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the 
Warren  Township  Library,  O’Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each  month  in 
Zimbrick  Buick  Community  meeting  room.  Contact 
Tom  Galway.  Phone  608-238-1722. 


Manitowoc  Coin  Club 

No  regular  monthly  meetings.  They  hold  an  annual 
coin  show  in  February.  Contact  Al  Hrudka. 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the 
Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N.  Mayfair 
Road  in  Wauwatosa  (use  #2  entrance,  east  side  of  mall). 

Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  Stein 
Supper  Club,  126  S.  Adams  in  Green  Bay. 

Ozaukee  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  the  2nd  Thursday  at  the  Cedarburg  Public 
Library,  W63  N583  Hanover  St.,  Cedarburg.  (6:30 
Youth  mtg.) 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  Castlewood 
Restaurant  in  Racine.  Contact  George  Conrad 
266-634-0833. 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  every  other  Tuesday  at  Maple  Lanes, 

3107  S.  Business  Dr.,  in  Sheboygan.  Contact 
Sheboygan  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  WI 
53081. 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  St.  Roman's  Church  Annex,  20th  & Bolivar  in 
Milwaukee. 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month 
at  the  Waukesha  Salvation  Army  offices  at  445 
Madison  St.,  Waukesha.  Contact  Forrest  Schumacher, 
2300  Avalon  Drive,  Waukesha,  WI  53186. 

Wisconsin  Dells  Area  Numismatic  Group 

Meets  the  4th  Sunday  of  each  month  at  Chula  Vista 
Resort,  Wis.  Dells.  6:30  social  hour;  7:00  presentation. 
Contact  Joe  Kaminski  608-254-7908. 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1 st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  the  Liberty  Bell  Coin  Shop,  130  N.  3rd  Ave., 

Wausau.  Contact  Thad  Streeter,  715-355-5437  or 
Bryn  Kruse  715-842-9226. 


26 


UA  & Foreign  Coins  and  Currency 
Bought  and  Sold 

Insurance  and  Institutional  Appraisals 
Estate  Services 
Free  Confidential  Consultations 


Glenn  G.  Wright 

P.0.  Box  31 1 • Campbellsport,  WI  53010 
(920)  533-8248  Cell:  (920)  25 1 -9689 


Brokering  * Appraising  * Counseling 
Buying  and  Selling 
Rare  Coins  * Silver  * Collections 
Gold  * Diamonds  * Scrap 


VOECKS' 

FOX  YALLEY  COIN 


A Division  of  Voecks  Ent.  Inc 


Fritz  Voecks,  Pres. 


103  E.  Kimberly  Ave. 
Kimberly,  WI  54136-1402 
Office  (920)731-5451 
FAX  (920)788-3792 
e-mail  fritz  foxcoin.com 


This 

Ad 

Could  be  YOURS 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 

Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 


Happy  Ea&t&r 


Buy  / Sell/  Trade 
U.S.,  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 


P.0.  Box  254 
Oshkosh,  WI  54903-0254 


Randy  Miller 
Phone  920-231-6161 
FAX  920-231-6122 


Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 
(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 


Gary  Rosencrans 
71  5-421-0822 


Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 
P.0.  Box  31  210  West  Grand  Ave. 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  WI  54495-0031 


NOW  Show 

April  17,  2004 
Sheboygan,  WI 


Advertising 


Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Year 

Business  Card 

$ 6 

$ 20 

1/4  page 

$10 

$ 35 

1/2  page 

$18 

$ 60 

full  page 

$30 

$100 

NOW  Contacts 

Membership,  dues,  show  dates, 
address  changes,  club  news  and 
numismatic  articles  --  send  to: 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

P.O.  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  WI  53560 
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NOW 

Officers 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Holds  Life  Memerships  in 
American  Numismatic  Association 
and 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 


President  Bill  Brandimore 

Vice  President  Thad  Streeter 

Secretary  /Treasurer  Ron  Calkins 

NOW  News  Editor  Phyllis  Calkins 

Past  President  Lee  Hartz 

Historian  Gene  Johnson 

Webmaster  John  Foellmi 


Board  of  Governors  (terms  begin  with 

2002-2004 


the  Spring  NOW  Show) 


2001-2003 
Cliff  Mishler 
RuthAnn  Phillips 
Leon  Saryan 
Mike  Schiller 


Jerry  Binsfeld 
Fred  Borgmann 
Jim  Jach 
Lee  Hartz 


2003-2005 
Tom  Casper 
Myles  Fenske 
Tom  Galway 
Mike  Tramte 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. 

Name Business  Name 

Address 

Street  City  State  Zip 

E-Mail  address 

Regular  Membership  $5  Reinstate  Membership  $5  Life  Membership  $100 

Coin  Club  Membership  $5 

Coin  Club  Address 

Send  $5  dues  and  application  to: 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer,  PO  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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Please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  show  to  the  NOW  News  Editor,  PO  Box 
1 55,  Mazomanie,  WI  53560.  Include  name  of  club,  location  of  show,  dates,  hours, 
number  of  tables  and  your  show/bourse  chairman's  name,  address  and  phone. 


March  12-14,  2004  - Baltimore  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention. 

Phone  Edward  Kuszmar  56 1 -392-855 1 . Website: 
hometown.aol.com/BaltimoreCoinShow. 

March  14, 2004  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Club’s  35th  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
American  Legion  Hall,  3245  N.  124th  Street, 
Brookfield,  WI.  Hours  9-5  pm.  Ph.  262-542-5990. 

March  21, 2004  - Madison 

Madison  Coin  Club’s  72nd  Anniversary  Show  at 
Sheraton  Madison  Hotel,  706  John  Nolen  Ave., 
Madison.  Hours:  7:30  dealer  setup;  9-4:30  public. 
Bourse  Chm.  John  Foellmi,  5421  Camden  Rd., 
Madison,  WI  53716.  Ph.  608-221-6670. 

March  26-28, 2004  - ANA 

National  Money  Show,  Oregon  Convention  Center, 
Portland,  OR.  Contact  ANA  Convention  Dept. 
Phone:  719-632-2646. 

March  28, 2004  - Gurnee  IL 

Lake  County  Coin  Show  at  Warren  Township  High 
School,  500  N.  O’Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL.  Hours: 
9:30-4.  Contact:  Les  Hannula,  2210  Crescent  Place, 
Waukegan,  IL  60085.  Phone:  847-662-1955. 

April  1-3,  2004  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Show  at  the  Sheraton  Four  Points 
Hotel,  4747  S.  Howell  Ave.,  Milwaukee.  Hours: 
Thur.  3-8  pm;  Fri.  10-6  pm;  Sat.  10-4  pm.  Contact 
Annette  Tramte,  2368  S.  59th  St.,  West  Allis,  WI 
532 1 9.  Phone  414-541  -7028. 

April  4,  2004  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club’s  49th  Annual  Spring  Show  at 
the  Holiday  Inn,  Comer  Hwy.  41  & West  College 
Ave.,  Appleton.  Hours:  9-4  pm;  40  dealer  tables. 
Show  Chm.  James  Bayer,  PO  Box  1981,  Appleton, 
WI  549 12-1981.  Phone  920-739- 1 089. 


April  4,  2004  - Milan,  IL 

Quad  City  Coin  Club’s  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show  at 
Milan  Community  Center,  Camden  Park,  Rt.  67, 
Milan,  IL.  Contact  John  Brixey  Phone  309  788-8726. 

April  17-2004  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin’s  44th  Anniversary  Coin 
Show  hosted  by  the  Sheboygan  Coin  Club  at  the 
Sheboygan  Armory,  516  Broughton  Drive,  Sheboygan 
50  dealer  tables.  Chm.  Ed  Rautmann,  PO  Box  907, 
Sheboygan.  WI  53082.  Phone:  920-452-6359. 

April  18  - Eau  Claire 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Show,  Holiday  Inn,  2703  Craig 
Rd.,  Eau  Claire.  20  tables.  Contact  Larry  Hamler,  PO 
Box  2140,  Eau  Claire,  WI  54702.  Ph.  715-834-1247. 

April  25,  2004  - Wausau 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Show  at  Park  Inn,  2101  N. 
Mountain  Road,  Wausau.  Hours:  9-5  pm.  40  dealer 
tables;  Show  Chm.  Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya  St., 
Shofield,  WI  54476.  Phone  715-355-5437. 

April  29-May  2, 2004  - Rosemont,  IL 

Chicago  Intnl.  Coin  Fair  at  Holiday  Inn  O'Hare,  5440 
North  River  Road,  Rosemont.  IL.  Bourse  Chm.  Kevin 
Foley  Phone:  414-421-3484. 

May  2-2004  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club’s  Spring  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at 
Rock  Garden/Comfort  Suites,  1951  Bond  St,  Green 
Bay.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.,  32  dealer  tables.  Bourse  Chm. 
Roger  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI 
54313.  Phone  920-199-7035. 

May  6-9,  2004  - Milwaukee 

Central  States  65th  Anniversary  Coin  Convention,  at 
Midwest  Airlines  Center,  400  W.  Wisconsin  Avenue. 
Contact  Jerry  Lebo,  PO  Box  841,  Longansport,  IN 
46947.  Phone:  754-753-2489. 

June  13,  2004  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Club's  Show  at  Cedar  Mall.  2900 
S.  Main  Street,  Rice  lake.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.,  Chair:  Sue 
Peterson,  PO  Box  362,  Rice  Lake,  WI  54868. 
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June  24-27,  2004  - Rosemont,  IL 

22nd  Annual  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo,  at  Donald 
Stephens  Convention  Center.  Contact  Kevin  Foley 
414-421-3484. 

June  19-20, 2004  - Rhinelander 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club’s  23rd  Annual  Show 
at  James  Williams  Junior  High  School,  915  Acacia 
lane,  Rhinelander,  Wl.  Hours:  Sat.  10-5;  Sun.  10-4. 

Show  Chm.  Larry  Marten,  3295  Hancock  Lake  Rd., 
Harshaw,  WI  54529.  Phone:  715-282-5636. 

June  24-27, 2004  - Rosemont,  IL 

MidAmerica  Coin  Expo,  Donald  Stephens  Convention 
Center,  5555  Rosemont,  IL.  Phone:  414-421-3484. 

July  9-11, 2004  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention  Website: 
hometown.aol.com/BaltimoreCoinShow. 

August  18-22, 2004  - ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  Pittsburgh  PA.  Phone 
719-632-2646.  website:  convention@money.org. 

August  22, 2004  - Fond  du  Lac 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Show  at  the  American  Legion 
Memorial  Clubhouse,  500  Fond  du  Lac  Ave.,  Fond  du 
Lac.  Hours:  9-4  p.m. 

September  26,  2004  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society’s  Coin  Show  at  Serb 
Memorial  Hall,  5101  W.  Oklahoma  Ave.,  Milwaukee. 

October  8-10,  2004  - Lakeland  FL 

Collectorama  Show  at  Lakeland,  FL.  website: 
hometown.aol.com/CollectoramaShow. 

October  31, 2004  - Elgin,  IL 

Elgin  Coin  Club’s  42nd  Annual  Show  at  the  V.F.W. 

Post  1307,  1601  Weid  Road,  Elgin,  IL60123.  Hours: 

9-3  p.m.;  32  tables.  Show  Contact:  Don  Cemy,  PO 
Box  561,  So.  Elgin,  IL  60177.  Ph:  1-847-888-1449. 

December  3-5, 2004  - Baltimore  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention.-  Contact  Ed 
Kuszmar  Phone  561-392-855 1 website: 
hometown.aol.com/BaltimoreCoinShow. 

February  20,  2005  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  22nd  Annual  Show  at 
Oshkosh  Convention  Center,  South  Main  St.  & Ceape 
St.,  Oshkosh.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society, 

PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902.  30 


March  10-12,  2005  - ANA 

Kansas  City,  MO 

April  7-9, 2005  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Club’s  41  st  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
Four  Points  Hotel  Sheraton,  Milwaukee  Airport,  4747 
S.  Howell  Ave.,  Milwaukee.  Contact:  Annette  Tramte 
Ph.414-541-7028. 

May  5-8,  2005  - Central  States 

St.  Louis,  MO. 

May  20-21, 2005 -NOW 

NOW  45th  Anniversary  Event,  hosted  by  Chet  Krause 
at  Iola.  Hours:  Fri.  12-6  pm;  Sat.  8-6.  Show  Chm. 
Cliff  Mi  shier  (715-445-5050)  Bourse  Chm.  Joel  Edler 
(715-445-2214). 

July  27-31, 2005  - ANA 

San  Jose,  CA 

February  19, 2006 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  23rd  Annual  Show. 
9-4  p.m.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society, 

PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

2006  - ANA 

Denver,  CO  (date  to  be  announced) 

February  18, 2007  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society  ‘s  24th  annual  Coin 
Show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  PO. 

Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

May  3-6,  2007  - Central  States 

St.  Louis,  MO 

2007  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin’s  47th  Annual  Show 
hosted  by  Madison  Coin  Club,  (date  and  location  to 
be  announced). 

August  2007  - ANA 

Milwaukee,  WI  (date  to  be  announced) 

February  17, 2008  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society's  25th  Anniversary 
Coin  Show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society, 
PO  Bo  254,  Oshkosh,  Wi  54902. 

August  20-24, 2008  - ANA 

St.  Louis,  MO 


Address  Service  Requested 
Ron  Calkins 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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